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2023-24 Fiscal Year



Small Business (SB)

Small Business for the Purpose 

of Public Works (SB-PW)

Disabled Veteran Business 

Enterprise (DVBE)

State Certifications



5% bid preference for SBs

Up to 5% bid incentive for DVBEs

Exclusive contract opportunities

Reciprocity Partners

Working with prime contractors

Certification Benefits



Independently owned and operated

Not dominant in field of operation

Principal office located in California

Owners (or officers for a corporation) 

domiciled in California

100 or fewer employees

Gross Annual Receipts (GARs) less 

than $18 million (with affiliates)

*If a manufacturer, 100 or fewer 

employees and no GARs cap

Small Business Eligibility Requirements



Same as SB requirements except…

200 or fewer employees

Gross Annual Receipts (GARs) 

less than $43 million (with affiliates)

Small Business –
Public Works Eligibility 
Requirements



Get one certification, not both

Same benefits

SB-PW is only for public works

SB is for everything, 

including public works

SB and SB-PW



At least 10% service disabled

Be at least 51% owned by disabled 

veterans (100% for LLCs)

Veteran owner(s) must reside 

in California

Managed and operated by 

disabled veterans

Headquarters in US

DVBE Eligibility 
Requirements





Register your business

Apply for certification

Find contract opportunities

And more

No cost

Cal eProcure







Legal Business Name

Tax Identification Number (TIN)

Contact Information

Website

Voluntary Supplier Diversity Information

Products & Services

Turn on notifications!

Business Information







Start Date

Ownership Information

Employee Count

Structure

Tax Returns

Products & Services

Business Information



Keywords

UNSPSC Codes

Products and Services



Individual words, not sentences

Singular and plural

Common words and technical jargon

Broad words and specific words

Use synonyms (garbage, trash, waste, etc.)

Keywords



Eight-digit number and a written description

Identifies a good or service not an industry

Choose from a list of codes

Search for codes when registering and applying

Select all applicable codes

UNSPSC Codes



UNSPSC Example

Hierarchy Code Description

Level 1 14000000 Paper Materials and products

Level 2 14110000 Paper materials and products –

Paper products

Level 3 14111500 Paper materials and products –

Paper products – Business use print & 

writing paper

Level 4 14111507 Paper materials and products –

Paper products – Business use printing & 

writing paper – printer or copier paper



California State Contracts Register (CSCR)

Find Contract Opportunities















Eligibility Requirements

Contract Performance

Financial Capacity

Licenses & Insurance

Contract Readiness



Common Mistakes

Forgetting to sign all documents.

Forgetting to return all requested 

documentation/forms.  

Not responding by the deadline.

Incorrect calculations, tax rate, etc. on 

documents.

Leaving out required permits, licenses, 

and bonding.

Substituting items without the consent 

of the issuing department.  

Not following all directions on the 

solicitation.

Not filling out recycled content form.



Ask questions 

Read the solicitation

Follow bid instructions

Tips for Success



Go to caleprocure.ca.gov

Register your business

Apply for Certification

Find contract opportunities

Next Steps



Follow us at linkedin.com/company/dgs-osds

Stay Updated on LinkedIn



• Introduction to state contracting

• Cal eProcure registration and 
certification

• Update Cal eProcure profiles

• Find contract opportunities

Schedule a Consultation



Thank You 
for Participating
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