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Attorney General Oversight of Charities
The primary responsibility for supervising charitable trusts in California, for 
ensuring compliance with trusts and articles of incorporation, and for 
protection of assets held by charitable trusts and public benefit corporations, 
resides in the Attorney General. (Gov. Code, § 12598 in California’s Charitable 
Supervision Act.)

The Attorney General’s Authority Over Charities

Registry of Charities and Fundraisers
The Attorney General shall establish and maintain a register of charitable 
corporations, unincorporated associations, and trustees subject to this 
article and of the particular trust or other relationship under which they 
hold property for charitable purposes and, to that end, may conduct 
whatever investigation is necessary, and shall obtain from public records, 
court officers, taxing authorities, trustees, and other sources, whatever 
information, copies of instruments, reports, and records are needed for the 
establishment and maintenance of the register. (Gov. Code, § 12584.)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=3.&title=2.&part=2.&chapter=6.&article=7
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=3.&title=2.&part=2.&chapter=6.&article=7


How The Attorney General Oversees Charities

DOJ’s Charitable Trusts Section

Registry of Charities and Fundraisers Legal and Audits Unit

 Manages registration and 
reporting from charitable entities

 Charity programs
 Registration
 Annual Registration Renewal
 Delinquency
 Dissolution

 Fundraiser programs
 Nonprofit Raffles
 Fundraising Professionals
 Charitable Fundraising 

Platforms
 Complaints

 Performs investigations and 
audits

 Brings enforcement actions
   Administrative
   Civil enforcement



To register as a charity with the Registry of Charities and 
Fundraisers: 
 Fill out and submit Form CT-1 (within 30 days of receipt of 

property for charitable purposes)
 Provide governing documents (e.g., articles of 

incorporation, bylaws)
 Provide IRS application for recognition of tax exemption (if 

submitted to IRS) 
 Provide IRS determination letter (if received from IRS)
 Pay $50 initial registration fee
 For more info: oag.ca.gov/charities/initial-reg

Registration as a Charity

https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/media/ct1-form.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/charities/initial-reg


Form CT-1 for Charity Registration

Coming Soon: file Form CT-1 and pay fees electronically 
through the Registry’s early release Online Filing Service



Registration must be renewed annually to avoid delinquent 
status. How and when:  
• File Form RRF-1 with IRS Form 990, or if revenue is below 

$50,000 file Form RRF-1 with Form CT-TR-1
• Pay renewal fee – amount depends on revenue. Example: 

revenue under $50K, pay $25; revenue between $50K-$100K 
pay $50

• Renew 4 months and 15 days following the close of the fiscal 
year. IRS extensions of time honored. Example for calendar 
fiscal year: filings due May 15, with the IRS extension, now 
due November 15

• For more info: oag.ca.gov/charities/renewals

Charity Registration Renewal and Reporting

https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/media/rrf1_form.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/media/ct-tr1-form.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/charities/renewals


Form RRF-1 for Charity Registration Renewal & Reporting



Form CT-TR-1 for Charities with Revenue Below $50,000 



Examples of deficient renewal filings that can lead to delinquent 
registration: 
 Failure to timely file 
 No renewal fee attached (or check not signed, wrong amount) 
 Gap in accounting period (fiscal year)
 Not answering all Form RRF-1 questions
 Not signing Form RRF-1, which must be signed under penalty of 

perjury
 Submitting Form RRF-1 but not IRS Form 990 or Form CT-TR-1, 

or vice versa

Deficient Registration Renewal Filings



 A charity’s registration must be in good standing to solicit 
or operate in California; charities with a delinquent or 
suspended registration are not in good standing with the 
Registry (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 11, § 312)

 A charity’s registration must also be in good standing to 
participate in solicitations on, or collect donations through, 
charitable fundraising platforms (Gov. Code, § 12599.9, 
subd. (d)(2))

 Indicates possible charity mismanagement, and increases 
likelihood of an audit or other law enforcement

 Late fees accrue (Gov. Code, § 12586.1)

Avoid a Delinquent Registration Status



 Use the Registry Search Tool for checking registration status, copies of 
filings, the cause for deficient or delinquent filings, and 
communications from Registry

 New modernized Registry Search Tool will be released in Spring 2026, 
replacing the current Registry Search Tool

 The early release Online Filing Service for newly registered charities 
will be expanded in Spring 2026 for all registrants, and will replace the 
current Online Renewal System

 Visit oag.ca.gov/charities for the Registry’s latest information, 
webinars, and answers to frequently asked questions 

 If questions are not answered online, Registry contact forms are 
available; the Registry’s delinquency program can also be contacted at 
916-210-6607 

Registry Search Tool and Other Online Resources

https://rct.doj.ca.gov/Verification/Web/Search.aspx?facility=Y
https://oag.ca.gov/charities
https://oag.ca.gov/charities/contacts


Registry Search Tool

Available at rct.doj.ca.gov 

https://rct.doj.ca.gov/


Registry Search Tool

Use the Registry Search Tool to determine the cause for deficient or 
delinquent filings



Raffles
 Only eligible nonprofit organizations may conduct raffles to raise funds for beneficial or charitable 

purposes (Pen. Code, § 320.5)

 Register before conducting raffles by filing Form CT-NRP-1; Registration is for the calendar year 

 90% of the gross receipts from the raffles must go towards beneficial or charitable purposes

 Raffle activities cannot be conducted over the internet 

 Report on raffles by filing Form CT-NRP-2 for all raffles held in the prior year by February 1

 For more info, visit oag.ca.gov/charities/raffles

Other Registry Programs

Dissolution
To wind up a California nonprofit corporation:
 Get approval from the board and/or members 
 File an action in superior court to dissolve OR 
 Comply with dissolution procedures for the Secretary of State and Attorney General, including 

(visit oag.ca.gov/charities/dissolution for more info)
 File a “certification of election to wind up” with the SOS
 Submit same to the Registry and request a waiver of objections to dissolution concerning 

the distribution of remaining corporation assets, or a written confirmation that the 
corporation has no assets

 Submit the Attorney General’s waiver or the confirmation of no assets to the SOS 

https://oag.ca.gov/charities/raffles
https://oag.ca.gov/charities/dissolution


Thank You

Brian Gerard Armstrong (he/him/his)
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

Charitable Trusts Section
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